
 MUSICAL HISTORY HALL of FAME  
NNOL FALL 2020 

 
 
 

Instructors/Facilitators: Heather O’Dell & Jean Miller 
Email:    h.odell@nashvillenotes.org      j.miller@nashvillenotes.org  
Class Time: Tuesdays, Aug. 18 – Nov. 17,  3:00-4:00  via Zoom 
Cost:  $100 
 
 
Course Description: 
 
Musical History Hall of Fame, is an online, once-in-a-lifetime experience, that provides the 
opportunity for each student to learn about a large variety of musical genres and the history that 
surrounds them. Each class will feature a historical overview of the genre selected, including world 
and/or local events that surrounded the featured composer and his or her works, a world-class 
guest speaker and carefully selected piece of music, a question and answer session with the 
speaker, and a brief wrap-up on our topic. This class is intended to further broaden each student’s 
horizon of world culture, music, history, and the professional world of music. 
 
Age Requirement: 13 and up 
 
 
Required Class Preparation: 
 
One week prior to every class session, a preparatory handout will be emailed to each student. This 
handout, will provide a brief background of the music genre being discussed, a short biography of 
our guest speaker, all music selections for the upcoming week, and some questions to ponder in 
preparation for our speaker.  
 
It is required that each student listen to all music selections in their entirety prior to the class, as 
well as read any background information supplied about the genre and guest speaker.  We will not 
have time to listen to selections or review preparation material during class time. Only brief 
excerpts will be used during class if deemed necessary by speaker and/or instructor. 
 
Each student will be asked to thoughtfully write down any questions that may arise during their 
study in regards to the genre, the guest speaker (including questions pertaining to their 
professional career, music selection, schooling, teaching, musical experiences, etc.), or any 
relevant questions about historical events surrounding the selection and/or music genre. 
 
The instructors will also use this weekly opportunity to provide other sources (books, poems, 
letters, music selections, articles, etc.) that each student may choose to investigate to enhance 



their learning experience. Instructors will include a list of public school standards in the course 
syllabus if high school credits are desired for this class. Parents may then use these standards at 
their own discretion, and provide additional materials that pertain to the completion of said 
standards. Instructors of Musical History Hall of Fame will not be responsible for assigning or 
grading materials for high school credit purposes. 
 
  
 
 
Topics and Speakers: 
 
Topics              Speakers                            
 
Bluegrass             Kevin Williamson (Guitar/Banjo/Singer) from Williamson Branch  
   https://williamsonbranch.com/  
 
 Spirituals              Dr. Hope Koehler (Mezzo-soprano) from American Spiritual Ensemble   
   https://www.music.wvu.edu/faculty/hope-koehler 
 
Jazz/Blues            Chester Thompson (Jazz drummer/wife Roz/Jazz soloist)  
   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chester_Thompson 
 
Choral                   Tucker Biddlecombe (Choral Director) from Vanderbilt University and 

Nashville Symphony Chorus  
   https://www.nashvillesymphony.org/about/orchestra-conductors/tucker-biddlecombe/ 
 
Early Music          Dr. Terri Richter (Soprano)   
   https://schoolofmusic.ucla.edu/people/terri-richter/ 
 
Oratorio       David Walton (Tenor) 
   https://www.uiatalent.com/artists/david-walton/?c=classical-voice 
 
Symphonic Music       Chester Schmitz (Tuba, 35 years with Boston Symphony) 
    https://chesterschmitz.com/biography/ 
 
Piano       Dr. Jerome Reed (Concert Pianist) featuring works of Beethoven  
     https://www.lipscomb.edu/directory/reed-jerome 
 
Opera                   Amy Tate Williams (Nashville Opera Chorus Master) 
    https://amytatewilliams.com/ 
 
Operetta       Jerry Jennings (Tenor) featuring The Merry Widow  
     https://www.arianashville.com/whats-in-a-name 
 
Careers in Instrumental Music      Les Stallings (Trumpet)  
    
Musical Theater      Kelsi Fulton   (Music Director for  Broadway/theatrical performances; 

Pianist; Vocal Coach)  
     https://kelsifulton.com/about 

 


